
UNIVERSITY OF GUAM 
UNIBETSEDÅT GUÅHAN 

Board of Regents 
  

Resolution No. 25-16 
 

RELATIVE TO AWARDING EMERITUS PROFESSOR OF ARTS STATUS TO  
DR. LEWIS RIFKOWITZ  

 
WHEREAS, the University of Guam (UOG) is the primary U.S. Land Grant and Sea Grant 

institution accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges Senior College and 
University Commission serving the post-secondary needs of the people of Guam and the Western 
Pacific region; 
 
 WHEREAS, the authority to bestow the title of Emeritus Professor is vested in the Board of 
Regents (BOR) resolution 1987 and the criteria and procedures were revised by BOR resolutions 
in 1999, 2001, and 2019; 
 

WHEREAS, Dr. James Sellmann of the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences has 
nominated Lewis Rifkowitz for the title of Emeritus Professor; 
 

WHEREAS, the Rules, Regulations, and Procedures Manual, Article V, Chapter A. Faculty 
Input, Section 13. Emeritus(a) Professor provides the criteria for Professors Emeritus, to include 15 
years of service as a faculty member, attainment of tenure at the Associate Professor or Professor 
rank; and significant contributions to the University of Guam; 
 

WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz provided over 34 years of service as a faculty member at 
UOG;   

 
WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz has attained the rank of tenured, Full Professor; 

 
WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz distinguished himself in excellent performance of the three 

endeavors of teaching, artistic research and exhibition, and in university and community service;  
 
WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz served the University of Guam as Professor of Art, 

teaching ceramics and sculpture studios at the undergraduate and graduate level, as well as Art 
Fundamentals, Design, Drawing, Environmental Art, and other courses that enriched the 
curriculum and inspired generations of students; 

 
WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz demonstrated distinguished leadership as Chair of the 

Master of Arts in Art Program from 1989-2018, mentoring graduate students and fostering the next 
generation of artists and educators; 
 

WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz was instrumental in the development and maintenance of 
dedicated learning spaces at the University of Guam, including the design and construction of 
multiple kilns, thereby establishing a foundation for hands-on learning in ceramics and sculpture; 
 

WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz’s commitment to experiential learning extended to the 
community through the creation of public artworks such as Lattes y Tano y Tasi at the Guam 
International Airport, ceramic murals at the Guam Mental Health Center, art for Pacific Festival of 
the Arts Exhibitions, the Duty Free Artspace, the CAHA Gallery, and other public commissions that 
enrich the island’s cultural and visual landscape; 



 
WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz was the recipient of numerous grants, fellowships, awards, 

and international invitations as a visiting artist, which brought distinction to the University and 
provided students with access to global perspectives in the arts; 

 
WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz extended his expertise globally through lectures, 

demonstrations, and exhibitions in over 20 countries throughout Europe, Asia, and the Pacific, 
representing Guam and the University on the international stage; 

 
WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz contributed to the advancement of knowledge and practice 

in the arts through faculty research and innovative projects such as the “Green Kiln Project,” 
integrating sustainability, recycling, and environmental awareness into the creative process; 
 

WHEREAS, Professor Rifkowitz’s service to the University of Guam community also 
included his role as Board Member of the Isla Center for the Arts, ensuring access to diverse and 
high-quality visual arts programming; 
 
 WHEREAS, the enclosed nomination was reviewed and recommended for approval by the 
Senior Vice President & Provost and the President; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Academic, Personnel and Tenure Committee has reviewed the enclosed 
nomination and recommends to the BOR to award the title of Emeritus Professor to Lewis 
Rifkowitz. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the BOR hereby bestows the title of Emeritus 
Professor of Arts to Lewis Rifkowitz, effective the date of this resolution. 

 
 

 Adopted this 25th day of September, 2025.  
 
 
 
 _________________________________ 
 Agapito “Pete” A. Diaz, Chairperson 
 
ATTESTED: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Anita Borja Enriquez, D.B.A., Executive Secretary 
 




























