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Taro Planthopper ( Tarophagus proserpina [Kirkaldy])

Agnes Vargo, Instructor of Entomology, American Samoa Community College

he eggs of the Targ

planthopper,
(Tarophagus proserping
[Kirkaldy]) (Hemiptera:
Delphacidae) are laid in two
in small holes made by the fg
male in the midrib, petioles, o
petiole bases of taro plant
The eggs hatch after 14 da
into creamy white nymph
There are five nymphal stage
lasting about 19 days depen
ing on weather conditions = "
The nymphs then becomeTaroIeafsvereramaged by taro leaf
adults, which are black with a Planthopper
big white patch. For most of the year, planthoppegslanthopper occurs.C. fulvususually keeps
adults are short-winged and cannot fly, but long-wingeglanthopper populations under control, but insecti-
forms are often present during cooler periods or if theides used against other taro pests may cause outbreaks
plants are beginning to mature and die. Nymphs aruf this planthopper by destroying natural enemy popu-
adults tend to congregate on the underside of leavisions.
and on the unfurled central leaf. Planthoppers nor-If chemical control is required or if additional infor-
mally move sideways, and both adults and nymphs haepation is desired, consult an Extension Agent at your
readily if disturbed. They are most common durindocal land grant institution. On Guam, you may also
dry weather. consult the Guam Fruit and Vegetable Pesticide Guide

Taro planthoppers feed only on taro. They suck thfer current recommendations and permissible uses.
sap out of the plant and a reddish crust forms where
the sap has oozed out. Heavy feeding can cause tReplaces Agricultural Pests of the Pacific Series, ADAP 90-3.
leaves to turn yellow, wither and die. These P
planthoppers may also transmit several taro diseasés.Further information: < ADAP
. merican Samoa Community College (684) 699-1575 - fax (684) 699-5011
The two most serious, alomae and bobone, are repor@gﬁege of Micronesia (691) 320-2462 - fax (691) 320-2726
only from the Solomon Islands and New Guinea. &858 & FEUTCE G 605 5256 - fax (602) 6254699
The taro planthopper occurs from SE Asia through- Palau Community College (680) 488-2746 - fax (680) 488-3307

out most of the Pacific Islands, including American et of Guam G 7502000 - tax 071y 3ag0000 0t
Samoa, Hawaii and most of the |arger islands g{fniversity of Hawaii (808) 956-8140 - fax (808) 956-6967

Micronesia. Funded by the United States Department of Agriculture Cooperative State
Research, Education and Extension Service Grant 99-38826-7854
ADAP Home Office - College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources
Control 3050 Maile Way, Gilmore Hall 213, University of Hawaii at Manoa

. . . . Elonolulu, HI 96822 USA www.adap.hawaii.edu/adap - adap@hawaii.edu
Plantlng clean taro stock in new fields will Preventne pacific Land Grants and the U.S.D.A. are Equal Opportunity/

spread of planthoppers. A predatory blDgitorrhinus  Affirmative Action Institutions

blishing and conversion into digital format made possible by funding from
fUlVUS feed_s on the €ggs of the ta.I‘O planthopper a DA Western SARE PEOPLE Project, Utah State Subcontract #C019211,
has been introduced to most islands where threoject #Ewoso11.

Taro planthopper nymphs
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