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Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle (  Oryctes rhinoceros )

Agnes Vargo, Instructor of Entomology, American Samoa Community College

he female coconut

rhinoceros
beetle QOryctes hinoceros
[L.]D (Coleoptera:
Scarabaeidae) burrows into:
rotting stumps, standing
palms and rubbish piles to lay
her eggs. The eggs hatch i
8—12 days into whitish grubs
called curl grubs because o
their shape. There are fou
larval stages lasting 12—-16
days and a pupal period lastAdult rhinoceros beetle
ing three to four months.

Adults may live up to six months, during which time or trees of irregular height. A virus that attacks the
a female can lay up to 100 eggs. larvae and adults has been highly successful in re-
The adults are the damaging stage of this insectducing beetle populations in the South Pacific re-
They fly at night and feed by tunnelling into the gion and is presentin American Samoa and in Palau.
young coconut leaves. This damage causes a typicalFor more information about these or other pest con-
V-shaped notch. If they reach the growing tip, thetrol techniques consult an agricultural extension agent

palm may be killed or severe loss of leaf tissue mayat your local land grant institution.
cause decreased nut set.

The beetles attack many species of palms includ* Replaces Agricultural Pests of the Pacific Series,
ing coconut, betel nut, sago palm and dates. TheADAP 90-1.
can also feed on pandanus and other fleshy plants.

This beetle is present in American Samo_a andForFunhe”nformaﬁon: %: ADAP
Palau, as well as S.E. Asia and many other islandgmerican Samoa Community College (684) 699-1575 - fax (684) 699-5011
in the Pacific and Indian Ocean. Colege of Miconsi 051 20452 o 061 3202728 v 270

College of the Marshall Islands (692) 625-3236 - fax (692) 625-4699

Palau Community College (680) 488-2746 - fax (680) 488-3307
Control Northern Marianas College (670) 234-9023 - fax (670) 234-0054

H ot . H ; University of Guam (671) 735-2002 - fax (671) 734-5600
Field sanitation is important in controlling the beetle. il ot awaii (808) 956.8140 - fax (808) 956.6967

Standing coconut logs, stumps and rubbish piles , _ _
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cannot reach them. Coconut plantations should befirmative Action Institutions

replanted when they become too old to maintain arfublishing and conversion into digital format made possible by funding from
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even stand because the beetles prefer isolated tre@giect #ewoso11.

Coconut leaves damaged by rhinoceros
beetles
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