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Green Scale ( Coccus viridis De Lotto)

Donald Nafus, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Entomology, University of Guam

he adult scale Goccus viridis De Lotto

[Homoptera: Coccidae]) is green with black,
twisted lines visible inside the scale. These lines are
the malpighian tubules. The scale is somewhat oval
in shape and quite flat. The front end is more rounded
and the rear has a distinct cleft extending about one-
fourth of the way into the body.

Adults are about 2-3 mm long. They are not cov-
ered with a wax plate. The life cycle takes just over
one month in Micronesia but can take two months in
cooler areas. The female lays her eggs underneath
her body. These hatch into crawlers which wander
around the plant or disperse to other hosts. Once
settled, the nymphs tend to remain in the same spot
but can move if necessary. The adult female does
not move. Males are unknown in this species. There
are three nymphal instars.

These scales are often found along the veins of ther if additional information is desired, consult an
leaves. They secrete abundant honeydew on whiclExtension Agent at your local land grant institution.
sooty mold grows. This turns the leaves black andOn Guam, you may also consult the Guam Fruit and
blocks photosynthesis. These scales can be veryegetable Pesticide Guide for recommendations and
damaging to young trees. Some of the hosts ar@ermissible uses.
guava, coffee, chico, citrus, soursop, sweetsop,
mango, and banana. The green scale is widely disreplaces Agricultural Pests of the Pacific Series, ADAP 90-6.
tributed throughout the tropics except Australia. It is
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an alternative to insecticides. Controlling ants 0NThe Pacific Land Grants and the U.S.D.A. are Equal Opportunity/

the trees will help reduce levels of this pest. TheAffirmativeAction Institutions

blishing and conversion into digital format made possible by funding from
ants protect the green scales from the ladybeetles anfin, wester sare PEOPLE Project, Utah State Subcontract #C019211,
other predators. If the use of chemicals is requirecbroject #Ew98011.

Keywords: guava, coffee, chico, citrus, soursop, sweetsop, South Pacific,
Micronesia, Hawaii Reviewing/Updating by Ross Miller, Ph.D.; Layout/Publishing by M.J. Denney




