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Initial Thoughts
Follow Your Heart

Communication, Media, and Fine Arts is home to relevant, dynamic, and
creative majors where you can aspire to follow your heart. Majors that provide
the ability to express yourself and your surroundings through communication,
art, music, and media such as movies, websites, and social media. Don’t hold
back. Follow your heart in these endeavors at the Undergraduate level and carry
these skills into the many jobs, careers, and graduate programs that encourage
creativity and communication.
The program promotes the understanding and production of work in the
communication arts. You can build the skills to enter nationally and
internationally recognized organizations while learning to understand and
explore human communication. Business and government entities alike value
communication as Communication Studies and Public Relations are great
avenues to consider.
You might want to have it all and combine majors or add a minor: Theater and
Digital Cinema, Media, and Journalism, Art, and/or Public Relations. Don’t
hold back. Dreams start with a first step and believing in yourself. Our programs
and majors will guide your other steps along the way.
This advisement book will help you get a sense of the opportunities out there for
your chosen major. Provide information on specific advising sheets and forms
you will need. Finally, we show you who to go to for advice. Having the right
advisor is crucial to graduating on time.
Take that first step. Don’t hold back. Dreams wait for no one.
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What Can I Do with a Communication &
Media Degree?
Our graduates have moved on to a variety of ventures.
Below are some of the ways they are shining.
Pursuing graduate degrees in Public Administration; completing a Master of
Fine Arts (MFA) in Editing and Postproduction in New York.
Working in advertising and Public Relations with Docomo, GTA, Big Fish, IT&E
and other local promotional companies
Professional Journalists both on Guam and (in the US??)
Professors doing research and teaching (at universities??), including University
of Guam Communication team members for UOG entities like Center for Island
Sustainability
Public servants serving as Senator, another as Communication Director for the
Governor of Guam Entrepreneurs running their own video production company
Teaching in the Guam school system
Working in various local companies like Bank of Guam as Communication
professionals for inhouse and external outreach

What Can I Do with a Fine Arts degree?
Become a teacher to share the world of art with K-12 students
Further your education with an MFA degree for Theater, Music and Art or
Museum Studies for Art
Share your skills and talents as a freelance artist
Pursue a career in Graphic Arts
Explore the world of Art Therapy
Double major in Education to teach the wonders of theater to K-12 students
Work in live performance producing venues in Tumon and throughout Guam
Work in Radio and Broadcast Production on Guam
Become involved in local film and video productions
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Comments about the Communication &
Media Major
“Graduating with a bachelor’s degree in Communication
has helped me in innumerable ways. I’m grateful for all the
career opportunities that continue to come from my
teachers even after graduation. Most of all, I am grateful for
the bonds that I’ve built throughout the program – with
my classmates becoming lifelong friends and my professors
becoming lifelong mentors.”
Keanno Fausto, Alumnus

“To newly declared majors, I would say to be a good group
member! The nature of many Communication classes is
team centric. I would not have graduated without the help
of my friends and cohort. Learn to be a good team player you need to support each other (even emotionally
sometimes lol).”
Shannon Ada, Alumna

“Declaring a major can definitely be daunting, but I would say
that declaring one in Communication and Media opens doors
to many opportunities that can help you pursue your interests
and goals. One thing that I love about this program is that it
offers a variety of classes that touch on different aspects of
society such as interpersonal and small group relationships,
intercultural and digital communication, and more. At first, I
was also unsure of which major to pursue but I'm glad I
majored in communication as it covered many things I am
interested in.”

Lisa Rosario, Graduating senior

4

Art

"You don’t need to have a Fine Arts degree to be an artist. Many successful artists
have pursued art careers without one, however, having an art degree will surely
help you get where you want to be. If you are on the fence about pursuing the
arts, I am going to assume you love art, it makes you happy, but you are afraid of
financial instability, unavailable work, what family might think, or failure
overall. You will face hardship and challenges no matter what career path you
choose. You might as well choose what makes you happy. The UOG Fine Arts
program can provide you with the skills and knowledge you need to be
successful in the arts, which can also be applied to any career path."
Dorathina Herrero, Alumna
"It all comes down to leaving my mark, knowing that I existed, to know that I
was here. I created when I was at my happiest and I created when I was at my
lowest. I was given advice and I executed my ideas. Because of my amazing
mentors in this area of study and their motivation to help me succeed, I had a
purpose. The beauty of being a Fine Arts Major is being able to create something
so unique, that only our hands will memorize."
Mariah Edquilane, Alumna

Music

"Through the nonstop rehearsals, juries, recitals, travel opportunities, and
performances, I am proud to say that the small room of FA127 will forever be
the humble home to many musicians that have walked the halls of the music
department. What I have learned as an alumnus of UOG Music is that although
we come from a small island, the impact of our sound has reached many places
around the world. This is a valuable lesson that I bring forth in my music
classroom to inspire the younger generation to see that music is an outlet to
explore the world. Key advice that I have for any student that is looking to
pursue a music degree is to work hard, build that thick skin (it will help in Music
juries), and to always reflect on why you wanted to do it in the first place."
Rhojine Javinal, Class of 2020 (Latte Tones President 18-20)
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"Being a part of the Music Program at UOG has given me the opportunity to
receive quality education and the skill to teach music. As a plus, the program has
given me the opportunity to travel the world and learn more of other cultures,
communities, and take part in sharing our very own CHamoru culture at an
international level. I recommend this program to those who want to teach
music, who want to further their musical education and for those who want to
enrich their lives with music. As a 2019 graduate with a Fine Arts/Music degree,
I am proud to have earned it at the University of Guam."
Julia Rivera, Alumna
"My experience in the UOG music program equipped me with the skills to be an
effective teacher in the education system in Guam. With my music degree I was
prepared to pursue higher education in graduate studies at the University of
Hawaii at Manoa in other related music disciplines such as ethnomusicology.
The untapped world of music was made possible through the department’s
rigorous program as well as the music tours that was both professor and student
led. The possibilities are truly endless with a degree in music at the University of
Guam."
Andrew Gumataotao, Alumnus
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Theater
"The Theater is a place of freedom. Here, you are
allowed to be your actual self and people will love you
for it; they would encourage you to always be yourself
and to love yourself because you are unique and bring
something to the table that no one else has to offer.
The people here remind you that you matter and are
important. Here, you will develop lifelong
relationships with people from all walks of life; you
gain new family members instead of just friends. The
Theater is a place of growth. You will grow in many
ways, not just as an artist. Part of that growth is
learning practical skills; skills that help you become a
better student and a better person. You will learn to
work with others, as a team, to achieve a common
goal and you will definitely have fun in the process."
Steven Torres, Alumnus
"Take intro to acting or, better yet, audition for a
play. There's no better way to find out if this is the
major/minor for you than getting hands on
experience of the craft. There's more to theatre than
just acting and everyone can find some aspect of
theatre that they enjoy most."
Samuel Cabatic, Alumnus
"There’s no harm in trying something new. We often
feel uneasy about big decisions because of the
uncertainty that lies ahead. But take ownership of the
uncertainty. Everything is uncertain so go after
something that sets your heart on fire.”
Hannah Elmore, Alumnus
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What Do You Need to Graduate?
Remember this saying:

“Take Good Care Thinking Uniquely”
Take – Total credits 124
Good – General education credit 47
Care – Core credits required for your major (varies)
Thinking – Track required credits (varies)
Uniquely – Upper division credits (minimum of 40 credits)
All graduates need a minimum of 124 credits of which 47 - 49 credits are for your
General Education (you know the fun stuff like Basic Math and Critical Thinking).
Below, in Chart 1: General Education Guidelines, you will notice three broad areas
of Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3. For Tier 1 you take all the classes listed. You have
numerous choices in Tiers 2 and 3, with Tier 3 being mainly related to your Major.
Tier 3 includes a requirement for your Capstone or final major class. For the Fine
Arts Major this includes either a Major Art Show, a Music Recital, or a final
Theater Production. For Communication and Media, the Capstone class is
Current Issues in Communication and Society. Charts 2 – 7 are your major and
track specific classes. More on that below.
In your second to last semester, fill out Form 1: Application for Undergraduate
Degree Form and submit to the Registrar’s department with the required payment.
They will analyze your transcript and let you know decisively what is needed in
your last semester.
It is important to regularly meet with your Faculty Advisor to ensure you have an
academic plan that you follow. This will help you graduate in a timely fashion. It is
never a good idea to self-advise.

8

Chart 1: General Education Guidelines
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How Do You Become a Major or Minor?
You can ask the Communication and Media Administrative Assistant for Form
2 below, Declaration on Major/Minor Form. Note you will need to find a
faculty advisor to sign it. Whoever signs it will become your formal advisor, so
make sure you have the right advisor sign off on the form.
This form is also used for changing a major or choosing a minor. Your major’s
faculty advisor is usually not able to help you with figuring out the minor’s
schedule. So be ready to speak to that discipline’s faculty for advice on the
minor.
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Advisement Materials
Overview of Advisement Sheets and Advisement Checklist
Below are Charts 2 -8. Chart 2 is the Individual Academic Plan. You can use
Chart 2 to keep track of potential classes as you go through 3-8, whic are specific
to your major. For example, if you are a Communication and Media major and
planning to pursue the Communication Studies Track, you will follow Chart 2.
If you are wanting to do the Public Relations Track, you would focus on Chart
3. You can also explore double tracking or double majoring.
Note the color scheme: Light Orange means all semesters, Blue is Fanuchanan
(Fall). Green, Fañomnåkan (Spring), Yellow for Summer classes and Dark
Orange for intersession, between Fall and Spring. Also, you will see that at the
top of all the charts are the Major’s core requirements. These will be standard for
a major and will not change between a major’s track.
Always discuss your ideas, concerns, or questions with your faculty advisors.
We are here and happy to help. And we do not bite.

Quick Faculty Advisement Checklist
Do you know your Academic Catalog Year and have access to your
transcripts?
Do you have a Declaration of Major/Minor Form submitted or ready to
be signed?
Do you have a copy of your Individual Academic Plan, see Chart 8
below, with classes you have already taken noted down in the appropriate
columns.
Do you have a sense of when it is you would like to graduate, what year
and semester?
Have you contacted your faculty advisor and made an appointment?
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Chart 2: Individual Academic Plan Sheet
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Chart 3: Communication and Media Major Communication Studies Track
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Chart 4: Communication and Media Major Public Relations Track
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Chart 5: Communication and Media Major Digital Cinema, Media, & Journalism Track
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Chart 6: Fine Arts - Art Track
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Chart 7: Fine Arts - Music Track
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Chart 8: Fine Arts - Theater Track
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List of Advisors for Communication and Media
Raymond Anderson, Ph.D.
Communication and Media: Digital Cinema, Media, and Journalism
Email: rdanderson@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2702
Manuel Cruz, Ph.D.
Communication and Media: Digital Cinema, Media, and Journalism
Email: cruzm6043@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2704
Francis Dalisay, Ph.D.
Communication and Media: Public Relations
Email: fdalisay@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2701
Hunter Fine, Ph.D.
Communication and Media: Communication Studies
Email: fineh@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2701

List of Advisors for Fine Arts
Art Advisors
Richard "Ric" Castro, MFA
Professor of Art
E-mail: ricrc@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2743
Irena Keckes, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Art
E-mail: keckesi@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2700
Lewis Rifkowitz, MFA
Professor of Art
E-mail: rifkowitz@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2716
Velma Yamashita, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Art
E-mail: yamashitav@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2965
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Music Advisor
Stephen Bednarzyk, Ph.D.
Professor of Music
E-mail: smbed@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2734
Theatre Advisors
Michelle Blas, MFA
Associate Professor of Theatre
E-mail: mcblas@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2738
Troy McVey, Ed.D.
Professor of Theatre
E-mail: tmcvey@triton.uog.edu
Tel: 671-735-2733
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